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Great Britain, to conserve our food supplies. America, first
perturbed by the sinking of the British liner, the Lusitania,
when 1200 lives \vere lost, including J20 American citizens
(May, 1915), then inflamed by the sinking of her own ships
and the breach of international law, declared war on
Germany (April, 1917).
This actually marked the turn of the tide, though at first
it was not apparent. Gradually the British got the better of
the submarines, yet before troops began to pour across the
sea from the United States, one further dramatic event
occurred.
Russia had struggled on in the east, but the incompetence
and corruption of her leaders had led to a total breakdown Russian
in the supplies of her armies. Men were sent to fight against fm?)utl01
the Germans and Austrians \vith no munitions, no guns, no
rifles.    The casualties became a slaughter.   At length the
nation could stand no more.   Revolution broke out, and the
Tsar abdicated (March, 1917).   So utterly was Russia at the
mercy of Germany that she had to accept the Treaty of Brest'
Litovsk, giving up to Germany vast areas of her territory,
including all her western provinces.1
The collapse of Russia was a great blow to the Allies, and
1917 brought them no corresponding gain. The French The
made great attacks on the Aitmc, which failed totally, and so
frightful were the French losses that there were mutinies and
great discontent in their armies. This necessitated attacks
by the British to draw off the Germans. An attack was made
on the Germans at Messwes which was a great success, and
repeated attacks, lasting over a period of five months, for the
possession of Passchendaelc which were most terribly costly
in men, gained little. Italy suffered a crushing defeat at
Caporctto* Finally, the use of the tank, a new weapon in-
vented by Britain, was tried at Cambrai. It proved a mar-
vellous success, and the German line was broken. But this
was not followed up, and by the end of the year it was
1 These included Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Russian Poland.-
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